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US envoy, solon open
new road in Basilan i

° LAMITAN CITY, Basilan Province |
— United States Ambassador to the |
Philippines Kristie A. Kenney and US |
Congressman Adam Smith last Thurs-
day inaugurated the Camp Uno-Tubo-
ran Road in Basilan province. With the
assistance from the US, the new 13.4-
kilometer Campo Uno-Tuburan road
provides a primary connecting route
for local residents from their munici- |
palities to the Basilan circumferential
road that reaches the rest of the prov-
ince. Before the road’s construction, |
Tuburan and Akbar municipalities
were quite isolated. The new road
would bring about easier access to lo-
cal markets as well as contribute to the |
peace and security in the area. Campo
Uno provides the crossroads leading to
the towns of Tipo-Tipo, Sumisip, and |
Lamitan City. The GEM-funded part |
of the road improvements begins in |
Barangay Mamboring in Tuburan and |
ends in Languyan, Mohammad Ajul. |
The GEM-improved section of 10.88 |
kilometers is composed of a few short |
sections of concrete pavement and the |
rest are gravel or earth road ways. The |
us government allotted P46 million for I
the road project. Smith, who is a mem-
ber of the House cominittee on armed !
cervices in the US Congress, chairs the |
sub-committee on terrorism, uncon- !
ventionial warfare and capabilities. He |
is also a member of the House foreign |,
affairs Committee. The US ambassador |
and Congressman Smith flew to Basilan
on board helicopters for the inaugura- |
tion held in Tuburan town, the scene
of bitter fighting between government | ;
soldiers and rebels of the Moro Na- | :
tional Liberation Front in past years. | !
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(Source: Manila Bulletin, 1/12/08, '|5age 14)




